Allograft reconstructions.
Large fragment allografts provide a means of reconstructing an extremity after a major bone has been resected. The host has the ability to replace the transplanted bone with new bone, and it is at least theoretically possible that the allograft eventually will be totally removed and replaced by bone from the host. Retrieval studies suggest that although this does not happen, or happens very slowly, the transplanted bone is accepted by the host and heals to the host bone. The success rates are as good as those of other methods of reconstruction, although full recovery takes up to 1 year.